eteat ae PROJECT 10073RECORD | ; | 
DATE = TIME GROUP 2. LOCATION ; | | 

re Roy |galinas, Californi 

6/06222, Sal nas, California , e . as 


10. CONCLUSION WAS ASTRONOMICAL : METEOR 


— i 


Reported on Newscast as definitely being a Fireball Meteor. 
(Lowell Thomas 17 May 54) 


11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 
Bright green meteor like object greenish tail. Descending 
east to west. No sound. Exploded and disappeared. 


5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 
'5 seconds 
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Galley 41.—-THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS 

observed to follow an erratic course, produced probably by the ir- 
regular shape of the meteorite body; some Brebails have been re- 
ported to change course after exploding. | 

[he original entrance velocity, ungle of entry, size, and chemical 
trecture all iniiuence the shape of a ineteor’s path and tts Orme of 
survival. The apparent ancle of descent as seen by the observer 
depends on the Ci@pnce wid the direction the oiject is moving 
relative to the observer. When the meteor travels paraliel to the 
observer's line ot sight, it seems wich slower than whep it Darses 
the line cf sight at right angies. The greater the distance between 
the observer and the meteor, the slower its apparent motion {13}. 

Some meteors move very slowly; waveling at an almost leisureiy 
rate, they soar through the sky oa a long, level path almost parailel 
with the earth. The slow firehai!s in the great meteor procession of 
1919 :naintained a horizontal course over a distance of several thou- 
sand miles, trom western Canada to Brazil {14}. 

Astronomical records show that the green meteors are usvaily 
stuw. Some 290 persons reported to the Meteoritics Society that on 
November 28, 1053, at 6:30 e.M., a fireball moved slowly through 
the skv from Massachusetts to Pennsvivania. Described as biue- 
whiteureen, changing to oringe-vellow-red, it was huge, disk- 
shaped, and vanished silently without depositing frag:nents [1, p. 
273}. Om May 15, 1954, at 11:28 ¥.>t., more than 100 persons ob- 
ported) a slow-moving Sreball, blue-green changing 
to ged, of luminosity so great that it woke sleeping people. Toward 
the end of its course it seemed to stop, spiraled a coupie of times, 
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and then sumpiv + anished without leaving fragments (3, p. 335). 
To .wmmanze Meteors cum travel at low velonues and +n ap- t 
parently horizontal oaths. Ld — “>| 
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The Anetican Meteorites Saciets whase members specialize in 
the stisedy of meteors aed meteonies, for vears has te collected re- 
ports of ouch phencirena, From a lage enough number of sood 
descriptions of a given meteor, astrunomers cam analvze the data 
mathematically avd determine the meteor's radiant—the point in 
the heavens from whieli it seerme to Come. The meteor is then identi- 
lied by its radiaat and given a AM>s qumber. The data were pub- 
lished on Meteorites. the weonnal oft the socretv, and thus made 
available for future research 

The ret reeds of tre" secrets For (he Veuis Ayan fo 1gss lyst clovens of 
Rreballs reanv of them green. that were somehow everlooked by 
saucer ont wisiests. Oh Abgost pa, rose. during the muxinnim of the 
Beneid shower a blue green Rreball AMS 2998 apparently oval- 
or Cider-sfiuay “i appwar ai va] Wasiungton, (dreary, and litatw at 
7° Pst and was coperted hy aore than too witnesses So brilliant 
Meatie shower! a motiecuble disk ut Hew ina horzoental path. sabently 
Hoke rio thyee orcs and disappe ced [Sp 37g] 

Me phen her 2) tle Mattie \eor Was a nits at for meteors. At 
195 AM. a aiant Rreball AMS 2420) roared over southeastern 
iilinois from north to south leaving a luminous train visible in five 
stietes and-illumimating the sky and countrysud+ from St. Louis to 
L.ausville and from Memphis to Knoxville. The faal demnaton, 
aver western Kentucky. was heard over'an area ive miles square 
amd simok bnildicas Som Palucsh to Memplix Fragments skow- 
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Idaho, Wunuen Utah Cain pe and New Mexico ce 
p. 115]. Similar fireballs that vanished without trace were reported 
on September 28, 1953 (AMS 235! ); oe + 1953 (AMS age). 


bheew om ome - 9M F 


1.954, 


» fearkets States 


ae 


— 


See 


